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CDFNL CLASSICS

L
orne dominated the first-ever Easter Saturday battle, but all the hard  
work was for nothing. A jam-packed Stribling Reserve, saw Coastal 
Cup – rivals Lorne and Apollo Bay open the 2013 season and play in 

the first Easter Saturday clash at Lorne. 

The Dolphins started strongly from the word go, with Luke Norton kicking 
four first-half goals. Ross Waters dominated in the middle of the ground, 
kicking 3 goals. 

Lorne would win the match by 65 points, but later found they had played 
an unregistered player, resulting in the Dolphins losing the four points.  
It mattered little though, as Lorne went onto win the premiership, while 
Apollo Bay finished in the top three on the ladder.

LORNE
GOALS – L. Norton 5, R. Waters 3, S. Smartt 2, D. Steven, B. Shiels, S. Oliver, L. McIlvenny, J. Tipping. 
BEST – L. Hollmer, C. Giuricin, L. Norton, J. Tipping, S. Oliver.

APOLLO BAY
GOALS – J. Cooper 2, J. Ellis 2, A. Hann, P. Cook. 
BEST – A. Hann, A. Hann, J. Cooper, D. Scheetz, H. Tamlin, M. White.

/// Round 1, 2013 – THE FIRST EASTER SATURDAY BATTLE AT LORNE.

Lorne won the game,  
but lost the points

LORNE	 4.6	 10.11	 13.13	 16.14 (110)
APOLLO BAY	 0.1	 3.3	 4.8	 6.9 (45)
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Lorne won the game,  
but lost the points
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MAX’S SATURDAY YARN
ROUND 3 – EASTER

The Ultimate Battle

LORNE
Premiership sides

V2013 2019

Lorne have been an undisputed powerhouse in the 
CDFNL, since they entered the league in 1971. We rank 
and compare two dominant seasons – 2013 and 2019. 

Words MAX BLAKE.
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ONE
oneon

Levi Dare re-joined Alvie late last 
season to play along with his brothers.  
It’s shaping as a very positive move  
for him and the club in 2022. 

Words MAX BLAKE.

Veteran Swan returns, 
LEVI DARE

WHERE  WHERE  
IT ALL IT ALL 

BACKBACK

BEGANBEGAN
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LEVI: ’Magic’ is a good player and 
has been for a long time.  You’d 
probably back him in to kick it. I 
actually stood the mark, and he 
shanked it off the boot. It looked 
certain to be a point, but it 
started to swing back in the last 
few metres of flight. Lucky for us, 
it just clipped the top of the post.

MAX: You and ‘Magic’ were 
teammates in Colac’s only 
GFL flag, almost a decade 
ago. Can you believe it’s been 
that long? Do you have many 
memories from that day?

LEVI: It’s hard to believe that 
it’s closing in on 10 years since 
the flag with Colac. Plenty of 
memories of the day, and the 
season leading up to it. The 
thing for me looking back, is 
that it was a team of local guys. 
The majority of which had come 
up playing with and against 
each other in the CDFNL. That 
also came together to be the 
best team in country football. 
The standard of the GFL in 2014 
was arguably the best that 
country football has seen. Also, 
to be able to share that with my 
brother, Joe was pretty special.

MAX: Max: What ultimately got 
you back to playing at Alvie?

LEVI: Ultimately, it was just the 
chance to play with my brothers 
back at the club, where I played 
my junior footy.

“�It’s (Alvie) still got that great 
family club vibe that it’s always 
had. The senior players seem 
a lot younger now than they 
did when I was the 15-year-old 
running out...  ” – LEVI DARE

MAX BLAKE: It’s great to have 
a player of your calibre back 
in the CDFNL. How have you 
found your short time back  
in the league so far?

LEVI DARE: It’s been great just 
to be back at the club where I 
started, and obviously to be able 
to be out there with my brothers 
just tops it off.

MAX: You’ve coached a few 
teams during your footy 
journey, and had a few 
coaches yourself. How are  
you finding it, playing under 
your brother?

LEVI: Joe is very good at what he 
does. When he speaks, everyone 
listens. I was fortunate enough 
to see him play his best footy. 
He always had the ability to read 
the game better than anyone 
else, and he has that same 
ability as a coach.

MAX: How have you found the 
standard of the league?

LEVI: The two games we’ve  
had to start this year have been 
quite good. Both ‘Warra and South 
have quality players that have 
played higher levels of football, 
which certainly elevates the 
standard, when you’ve had  
that experience.

MAX: How were the nerves 
when Mick Embrey had that 
shot on the siren last week?
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MAX: What’s the club like 
now, compared to when you 
were a junior?

LEVI: It’s still got that great 
family club vibe that it’s always 
had. The senior players seem 
a lot younger now than they 
did when I was the 15-year-old 
running out. But, it’s great to  
see a lot of those guys are  
still involved in the club.

MAX: Is this your last  
dance, or do you think you 
have plenty of footy still  
left in you?

LEVI: For me, it’s always been a 
competitive thing. The day I no 
longer have that drive to get 
out there and compete, and give 
everything on the day to help 
the team win, is the day I’ll hang 
them up. But, right now I still love 
the contest as much as ever.

MAX: You’ve played in some big 
games, but this weekend at a 
packed Lorne will be a ripper. 
Are you looking forward to 
the challenge? When was the 
last time you played down at 
Stribling Reserve?

LEVI: Yes, I think as a club we 
are very much looking forward 
to the challenge of taking on a 
strong Lorne outfit on their home 
turf. The last time I played down 
there, was one of my last games 
for Alvie, in early 2006, before I 
crossed to Colac. As I was part 
of the Geelong Falcons, they’d 
requested I play some GFL footy, 
so they could get a better look 
at my game. 

MAX: One last one... and it’s a 
cracker! Who’s the best Dare 
boy at cricket, and the best  
at footy?

ONE
oneon Veteran Swan  

returns, LEVI DARE

LEVI: Lincoln will argue this one 
to death, but if you take all of us 
at our peaks, we don’t get close 
Joe’s ability. He’s the best I’ve 
played with – in probably both 
sports. Some of the things he did 
at Cobden in 2012, when he won 
the league medal for the HFNL, 

I’ve not seen anyone match. It’s a 
shame the guys he coaches now 
never got to see it. In cricket, 
he won three straight league 
medals, and never trained once. 
He just turned up and played.  
So, I don’t think there’s much 
arguing there.  n
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CDFNL WEEKLY NEWS

VALE KFM
We are truly saddened by  
the news that we have lost  
one of our favourites,  
Kevin Murphy (KFM). 

We got to know Kev, through 
his amazing volunteer work he 
did with Lorne FNC. We would  
dub him as their CEO, and he 
became really good friends  
with the broadcast team. 

Every Lorne broadcast, Kev 

Your weekly wrap up of club and CDFNL news.

Around the grounds...

would come up to us pre-game 
with the team sheets and inform 
us of how good of a job he did 
with the lines he painted on 
the ground. He’d go through his 
report on how Lorne are faring, 
and then we’d do it all again in 
the post-game, with his analysis 
of the game. 

Win, lose or draw, Kev wouldn’t 
say a bad word against his 
beloved Dolphins. He’d just say, 

“If they’d kick more goals today, 
they would’ve won.”

We awarded Kev with our 
Volunteer of the Year award, in 
2019, and we think it really should 
be named after him. If you look 
up the definition of Local Footy 
Club Volunteer, Kev’s name would 
be there. We’re going to miss  
this legend! RIP Murph...

Tribute by Max Blake. 

“�Win, lose or draw, Kev wouldn’t say a bad word 
against his beloved Dolphins... ” –Max Blake on Kevin Murphy
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THRU THE LENS >EASTER SATURDAY, 2021
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W
hat a start to the 2022 
season! We’ve already 
seen some surprising 
results, but the one 

great thing across the 10 A Grade 
games played so far, has been 
the small margins. We’re yet to 
see a serious one-sided game 
which makes for such an even 
and open competition. 

Today, we thank the Lorne and 
Alvie FNC for coming together 
and putting on what promises to 
be a fantastic day for local sport.

The netball facilities now  
at Lorne are absolutely world-
class, and will help their  
program build over the years.

Good luck to all girls playing 
today! 

Lorraine Rodger,
CDFNL Vice-President

A word from CDFNL Vice-President 
LORRAINE RODGER

“�...the one great thing across the 10 A Grade games played 
so far, has been the small margins. .”

The first two weeks of the season has seen some surprising results.

Open premiership 
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