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CDFNL CLASSICS

B
irregurra ended Simpson’s massive 22-game winning streak in 
fine style. Simpson entered their Round 4 clash against Birregurra 
having won 22 games-in-a-row, including two flags – one against 

the Saints by a CDFNL Grand Final record margin, taking the league  
by storm. 

Birregurra started the 2016 season on fire, winning their first three 
games of the season. This game had every bit of a blockbuster set to 
it – except it was the Saints who set the tone. Birregurra stormed out  
of the blocks, booting eight goals in the opening term and continued  
on their way to a massive 102-point smashing of Simpson – ending  
their huge run.  n

BIRREGURRA
GOALS – C. Kelly 7, T. McLean 4, J. Rowan 3, B. Boseley 2, T. McCrickard 2, P. Ridout 2,  
M. Bolitho, J. Moorfoot, M. Davis. 
BEST – J. Melican, T. McLean, M. Cherry, M. Davis, T. McCrickard, C. Kelly.

SIMPSON
GOALS – S. McCallum 3, S. Drayton 2, D. Razga, N. Harding. 
BEST – S. McCallum, D. Weel, C. Mason, L. Weel, D. Goss, G. Rooke.

/// Round 4, 2016 – BIRREGURRA v SIMPSON

Saints smash Tigers run

BIRREGURRA	 8.1	 11.6	 17.7	 23.11 (149)
SIMPSON	 2.3	 4.3	 4.3	 7.5 (47)

v

CD
FNL C

LASSICS 



Saints smash Tigers run
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MAX’S SATURDAY YARN
ROUND 12

The HAIRCUT 
that became the 

talk of the 

I
t’s 11 years on, but it’s time to bring up  
this bizarre and insane story and relive  
this madness. 

In May of the 2011 season, Simpson 
hosted Otway Districts. Young forward 
Nathan Van Someren was sent off in  
the third quarter by an umpire for  
having a dangerous haircut. The story  
went nationwide, then it became 
international news. 

“Nathan Van Someren, who sports a 
towering gelled mowhawk, was told to  
leave the field in the third quarter of the 
Simpson Tigers match against Otway 
Districts when the ref took offence to his 
dangerous hair do”.  – Metro 50 UK. 

Van Someren told the media at the time,  
“We all thought that he was taking the 
mickey out of me. A few umpires have made 

jokes about my hair before, so I didn’t think 
any more of it.

“Then I was just standing there and (the 
umpire) came across to me and goes, “I 
thought I told you, you couldn’t come on  
the ground.”

“I sort of just looked at him like “what?” 
and he’s like, “no, I told you you couldn’t 
come on the ground with that hairstyle,  
you have to go off.”

Simpson would go on to win the match 
11.22 (88) to Otway Districts 8.6 (54) and 
Nathan kept his mowhawk and played the 
following week, where he kicked a couple 
of goals. 

He now walks around with a shaved head. 
But, in all my years of covering local footy 
this was the craziest thing that I have ever 
heard happen.  n

World!World!
Back in 2011, a player was sent off for having a dangerous haircut. 
Words MAX BLAKE.
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“�He now walks around with a shaved head.  
But, in all my years of covering local footy  
this was the craziest thing that I have ever 
heard happen.” – MAX BLAKE
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ONE
oneon Otway Districts journeyman, 

MATT ZURBO

ZURBOZURBO
still inTurbo!Turbo!

MAX BLAKE: Thanks for chatting 
to us Matt. I see your still 
running around dominating 
on the field - what keeps you 
motivated to keep playing?

MATT ZURBO: Yeah, season 40 
of adult footy. I don’t know about 
dominating. I’m just happy to have 
a dip each week. Earn my beer. 
Can’t lose pace you never had! 
Love my Aussie Rules, is all.

MAX: You’ve played for a lot 
of teams on your journey. 
Where have been some of your 
favourite grounds that you’ve 
played on and why?

MATT: 680-odd games across four 
states. Footy’s great like that. It’s 
given me so much. I’m grateful.

The famous gravel oval in 
Queenstown was a privilege to 
play on, for sure! It’s surrounded 
by snow-capped mountains, not 
one blade of grass! You had to roll 
when you fell. 

40 seasons of football 
and Matt Zurbo is still 
kicking goals. We spoke 
to him this week. 
Words – MAX BLAKE. 
Photos – GREAT OCEAN 
PHOTOGRAPHY.
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Training in Townsville with the 
cane toads on the oval, and Port 
Douglas in the wet season with 
lightning and bats flying overhead 
was great, too. 

St Helens involved a two to 
three hour drive through the 
rainforest. We’d always stay over, 
raise a little hell, surf off our 
hangovers. Ovals that were about 
the place, they were a part of.

There was one oval I regret not 
playing on. It was in the Outback. 
I saw it while working there for a 
bit. Just a fence around a patch of 
red desert – that was it. Playing a 
season there would have  
been epic.

Carlisle Oval was my favourite, 
though. It’s a shame its not used 
anymore. It’s so community based 
with the rolling hills. It always felt 
like coming home.

MAX: What about the players? 
Who have been some of the 
best players in your travels 
playing local footy?

MATT: Over four decades, I’ve 
made so many mates, who just 
happened to be great footballers. 
‘Feathers’ was the best of both. 
Damian Dove, made anyone walk 
tall, both on or off the oval. Stewie 
Sutherland, Brad Maloney and 
so on. 

The ones I admire the most 
are the ones who get every bit of 
football out of themselves. Players 
like Grant Budge. That’s why Alex 
Burnett is my current best CDFNL 
player. There might be a few more 
who are better, but every week, 
every minute, he just gives his 
heart and soul. Every damn thing! 
None of us are AFL stars, so be a 
good bloke no matter how good or 
bad a footballer you are.

MAX: Now, you played in Otway 

Districts last ever, senior grand 
final. It was back in the last 
ever season of the Heytesbury 
League – as the Kangaroos.  
Do you have many memories  
of that day?

MATT: Geez, you’ve got good 
memory! Frustration! Sam and 
Tom Harriott, Lenny Perkins and 
other club greats in their prime. 
We let the other mob (Heytesbury 
Demons) out of the gate and we 
couldn’t reel them back in.

MAX: Did you get involved in that 
famous fight on the wing, that 
everyone in the crowd got into?

MATT: Yeah, I was there. It was a 
storm in a teacup. These things 
get bigger over time.

MAX: Do you remember much 
of that final season in the 
Heytesbury League? Do you 
remember it being a tough 
decision to head back to  
the Colac District League?

MATT: No, for the players and club, 
it was inevitable. That league was 
an adventure, but we belong in  
the CDFNL.

MAX: Out of all the games you’ve 
played, has there been one that 

sticks in the memory bank? 
Something odd that happened? 
A great game to be apart of?

MATT: So many! Coaching  
the Otway unders to a flag in 
2000 was the absolute highlight, 
though. Khan Beckett, Dean 
Mahoney, Stewie Sutherland, Chris 
Shawcross and so on. Better than 
any game, or flag I won as a player, 
by a million miles. It was about the 
kids, the Otway people. To walk 
into the Cobden pub, with the cup 
and see every single person from 
the ranges, every family, kid and 
worker, was pure gold.

No matter when I’m in the 
country, I’ll always comeback to 
Otway. You will never, ever get a 
more community-based, honest 
bush club. It’s everything – really, 
family orientated.

Beyond that game, it’s often the 
little stuff I remember. Like hot-
wiring the Port Arthur oval lights. 
There were only two of them! 
Ha,ha! Training knee deep in mud, 
when I couldn’t. 

All the way to get to Dodges 
Ferry in time. The middle of 
winter, snowing, wallabies – great 
memories. Just me, and another 
worker – Aydan Marriner from the 
Bay, having a crack. I know I’m just 
a hack, but I’ve always tried to 
have a crack.
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MAX: You’re a writer, as well. 
I see you’ve written a book 
“Heart and Soul”, plus you write 
articles for the Footy Almanac. 
What’s behind the inspiration  
to write about footy?

MATT: I write about what you 
know. I love footy. I got offered 
to be sports writer for The Age a 
long time ago, but would’ve had to 
give up bush work and bush footy. 
It was a no brainer for me. Live life, 
and stories will follow. The stuff I 
write is about us, and ours.

MAX: Your a big footy fan. 
Who have been some of your 
favourites in the AFL?

MATT: I’ve always loved ‘Pikey’ 
(Martin Pike). Tough, underrated. 
Four times clubs wrote him off. 
Four flags later, he’d done the 
lot. I don’t really follow anyone 
these days, but still like watching 
blokes I coached, like Nankervis, 
or former CDFNL players. It makes 
it personal, brings the AFL back to 
its roots.

MAX: Who’s the next big 
superstar to come out of 
Otway? Is there another Dean 
Towers in the making?

MATT: Dean wasn’t a superstar 
when he left, he was a slow burn. 
He played well at Otway, under the 

great Tim Pekin. He played well 
at Colac, then at Ballarat. He just 
applied himself, kept improving 
and working. Learning! Every 
club has half a dozen with the 
potential to do that. Watch for Tein 
Britton in years to come. Sonny 
Lapene, they’ve got the right 
attitude. That’s what counts.

Otway have a great list at 
the moment. Mostly young, early 
20s, with heaps of room to grow 
as individuals and players. But, 
mostly, they are great people – all 
of them. That’s the main thing. 
That’s why blokes like Silk and the 
Bone brothers are so good – footy 
and character.

I’m just stoked to still be an 
active part of such a great club – 
in such a great league, in such a 
great part of the world. How lucky 
are we? Everyone of us!  n

ONE
oneon Otway Districts journeyman, 

MATT ZURBO

“��Otway have 
a great list at 
the moment. 
Mostly young, 
early 20s, 
with heaps of 
room to grow 
as individuals 
and players.” 
– MATT ZURBO



 

 

 





cdfnl.com.au 17

CDFNL WEEKLY NEWS

WILL’S BIG DAY OUT
Lorne junior footballer Will 
Larcombe, had a big day out  
last weekend. He booted 23 
goals in the Under-14s and then 
backed it up with four goals in 
the Under-18s. 

BIG BAGS WERE BACK!
Weather conditions were a lot 
better last weekend, than the 
previous round. Nick Harding 
bagged eight goals for Simpson, 
while Damian Zaperkenkov 
kicked six for the ‘Bay in the 
same game. Colac Imperials’ 
Noah Allan kicked six goals 
against the Western Eagles. 
Joshua Norman kicked five goals 
for Lorne in their win over Otway 
Districts. Irrewarra-Beeac’s 
Charlie Girst kicked four goals 
in their surprise win over Alvie. 
Otway Districts’ Dylan Clissold 
and Western Eagles’ Chris 
Warwick kicked four goals  
each for their clubs.

BOMBERS SWEEP  
THE COMP... ALMOST
Irrewarra-Beeac’s win over 
Alvie means they have almost 
defeated every side in the 
competition in 2022. South 
Colac remains the only side they 
haven’t defeated. However, in 
their previous meeting (Round 6) 
they drew with them. After a 0-2 
start to the season, the Bombers 
are now 8 wins, 2 losses and 1 
draw. They’re in great form at the 
moment.  n

Lorne junior dominates, goals aplenty and the Bombers keep on keeping on.

Round 11 wrap up
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Reviewing CDFNL Live – Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

The week that was...

CDFNL LIVE SOCIAL MEDIA

EAST HOTEL, COLAC  
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Our Round 11 East Hotel, Colac 
Player of the Week was Joshua 
Norman from the Lorne FNC. He 
booted a match-winning five 
goals in last weekend thrilling  
win over Otway Districts. 

CDFNL LIVE AWARDS
You can now check out the  
goal, mark and clanger of the  
day with our highlights reel on 
our CDFNL Live Facebook page. 
All audio based. Visit our page 
today to check it out.
 
CDFNL LIVE AUDIO
The final term of last weekend’s 
thrilling finish between Lorne  
and Otway Districts is available 
to listen to.

CDFNL LIVE EVOLUTION  
IS BACK!
Keep an eye next week to  
see what we are up to for  
this year’s CDFNL Live  
Evolution Series.

@cdfnllive
#cdfnllive22







OTWAY DISTRICTS – 22 free kicks / 2 50m penalties

# 	 PLAYER	 STATS

2	 Dale Trotter	 14 kicks, 0 handballs, 3 marks

4	 Corey Ferrari	 4 kicks, 0 handballs, 2 marks

5	 Alex Burnett	 17 kicks, 9 handballs, 5 marks

6	 Jasper Coutts	 7 kicks, 6 handballs, 2 marks

7	 Jordan Craddock	 3 kicks, 1 handball, 0 marks

8	 Dean Mahoney	 7 kicks, 2 handballs, 4 marks

9	 Lachlan Bone	 7 kicks, 2 handballs, 2 marks

10	 Ben Rippon	 6 kicks, 5 handballs, 4 marks

11	 Mitchell Clark	 8 kicks, 8 handballs, 2 marks

13	 Chris Hargreaves	 2 kicks, 2 handballs, 0 marks

14	 Liam McIntyre	 5 kicks, 2 handballs, 2 marks, 3 hitouts

16	 Stewart Sutherland	 7 kicks, 6 handballs, 2 marks

17	 Patrick Silo	 10 kicks, 5 handballs, 5 marks

19	 Charlie Lever	 5 kicks, 1 handball, 1 mark

22	 Sean Maxwell	 8 kicks, 10 handballs, 4 marks, 5 hitouts

23	 Nathan Robertson	 17 kicks, 11 handballs, 11 marks

26	 Dylan Clissold	 14 kicks, 8 handballs, 6 marks

28	 Paddy O’Brien	 11 kicks, 3 handballs, 3 marks

33	 Toby Lucas	 1 kick, 1 handball, 1 mark

38	 Josh Gray	 10 kicks, 1 handball, 2 marks

44	 Alan McKenzie	 12 kicks, 4 handballs, 7 marks, 6 hitouts
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SAINTS

BIRREGURRA

0 Kurt Armistead
1 Christian Kelly
2 Andrew Kelly
3 Michael Davis
4 Joshua Weatherhead
5 Mitchell Withers
6 Thomas Anderson
7 Zach Rowarth
8 Joel Hayward
9 Dave O’Sullivan
10 Mitchell O’Donoghue
11 Nick Arnold
12 Ryan Burnett
13 Nathan Maslen
14 Matthew Nelson
15 Lachlan Cashman
16 Aaron Mates
17 Jarmin Paddick
18 Indy Paddick
19 Darcy Collins
20 Steven Robb
21 Daniel Simpson
22 Fraser Jennings
23 Joshua Appleby
24 James Riches
25 Mitch Russell
26 Patrick Wheadon
27 Declan Collins
28 Jeramiah Zdybel
29 Josh Collins
30 Tyler Buchanan
31 Aron Hutchison
32 Will Wheadon
33 Tomas Wheadon
34 Mitchell Peers
35 Mikyle Tupene

36 James Rowan
37 Michael De-La-Warr
38 Joshua Newcombe
39 Liam Worthington
40 Will Boddington
41 Jaydn Halik
42 Tom Hartley
43 Daniel Mathews-Hunter
44 Mackenzie Hagart
45 Zac Kurzman
46 Ryan Hillman
47 Joel Lucas
48 Jack Parker
50 Dylan Howard
51 Patrick Blain
52 Thomas Mortimer
53 Jerremy Drayton
54 Harry Jarvis
55 Jonty Graham
56 Flynn Darroch
57 Kye Baulch
58 Michael Mortimer
59 Andrew Malone
60 Shaun Wheadon

Liam Bennett
Harrison Brien
James Collings
Paul Doak
Gabriel Hanlon
Andrew Hinds
Tyler Hunt
Thomas McLellan
Cameron White
Archie Hanlon

RUSHED

SENIOR COACH: Glen Darroch
RESERVES COACHES: Pete Hanlon/Jarmin Paddick 

 
PRESIDENT: Mick Paddick

NO. PLAYER G B NO. PLAYER G B

1ST QTR 2ND QTR 3RD QTR FINAL
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TIGERS

SIMPSON

1 Jason McVilly

2 Jack Finn

2 Judson Jennings (Res)

3 Nick Harding

4 Brenton De Jong

5 Michael Salmon

5 Daniel Wright (Res)

6 Sam Rial

7 Bradley Salmon

8 Jack Hookway

9 Brock Neal

10 Brett Robbins

11 Lachie Gass

12 Rhys Ziegelaar

13 Jamie Barry

14 Brayden Hawkes

15 Thomas Leishman

16 David Weel

17 Peter Bell

18 Nicholas Duynhoven

19 Shaun Guy

20 Darcy Thorburn

21 Reagan Jones

22 Jonathon Jennings

22 Bailey Neal (Res)

23 Cooper Neal

24 Tanner Fratantaro

25 Sam Mason

26 Scott Carter

26 Sam Bond (Res)

27 Tomas Lindquist

28 Cody Mason

29 Archie Rial

30 Darcy Leishman (C)

31 Keith Zappelli

32 Rohan Johns

33 Matthew Delahey

34 Tom Moulden

35 Braden Poole

35 Andrew Howard (Res)

36 Stuart DeBie

37 Jack Cronin

38 Ben Hookway

39 Jason Kordupel

40 Rhys Jansen Van Beek

41 Noah Ackerley

41 Tim Wright (Res)

42 Sam Newcombe

45 Angus Hawkes

46 Jayden Wright

47 Jacob Howard

50 Jacob Mason

51 Dennis O’Shannesy

54 Alistar Huth

55 Darcy Watson

56 Wylie Rankin

RUSHED

SENIOR COACH: Daniel Beard
RESERVES COACH: Aaron Crole 

 
PRESIDENT: Brad Smith

NO. PLAYER G B NO. PLAYER G B

1ST QTR 2ND QTR 3RD QTR FINAL
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CDFNL NETBALL 50-YEAR HISTORY  (1972-2022)

BIRREGURRA FNC

B
irregurra claimed the 
first of its CDFNL netball 
premierships in 1978 and 
then continued it’s winning 

streak with back-to-back flags in 
1979 then repeated this amazing 
accomplishment in 1983-84. 

Memories of the 1979 grand 
final match consisted of hail, 
which wasn’t ideal, but back then 
the ladies were used to playing 
in all types of weather. The 
premiership winning teams was 
led by Rob McDonald with players 
such as Ellie Costigan, Pauline 
Johnson, Majorie Bennett, Sue 
Slater, Carly McKay and Laney 
Rowarth to name a few.

Birre has a great history with 
many of the ‘old faces’ still around 
the club, either as supporters, 
sponsors or involved in the other 
Birre clubs, such as cricket,  
footy or tennis.

The strength of the Birregurra netball club – 50 years on.

Celebrating our great club

In most recent years, Birre has 
had great success on and off the 
court. This has been evident as 
many junior players have gone on 
to represent their club in CDFNL 
representative teams, as well as 
the Flyers in Melbourne. One of 
the most familiar faces within our 
league and others, is Sarah Breed 
(pictured), who has played for the 
Cougars representative team 
and came to us from Geelong 
with a wealth of knowledge and 
experience.

Our most recent flag was 
C Grade in 2019, led by Jess 
Maslen (Wood). It created great 
excitement around the club with 
amazing support from all of our 
teams, inclusive of footy. This win 
generated added interest, as we 
strive to be a fun and welcoming 
club that takes pride in retaining 
our players over numerous 

seasons. We also aim to support 
and develop our juniors to 
gain lots of opportunities and 
experience both training and 
playing with our senior girls.

Also, in recent years we 
were very blessed to be able 
to open new clubrooms and 
netball courts. We named our 
new show court the ‘Sue Melican 
Court’ in acknowledgment of her 
contribution not only to Birre, 
but this great game that we love. 
Sue is still a happy and vibrant 
personality around the club, as an 
umpiring mentor and supporter.

To celebrate our new facilities, 
we took the opportunity to 
update our dress with a new 
pattern, logo and introduced warm 
up tops for all players – junior and 
senior, to be a more professional 
club and demonstrate our pride in 
the red, white and black.

This month, we saw our club 
celebrate our 50-year history 
with a Ladies Day, where we 
enjoyed catching up with some 
old and new friends from Forrest 
Netball Club. This was all while 
we sat in the grandstand, shared 
a lovely afternoon tea and some 
beverages cheering on the 
players.

Birre would like to congratulate 
all clubs on their uniquely 
wonderful history, no matter how 
long they have been playing and 
we wish them all the very best 
for the remainder of the 2022 
season.  n

COPACC's hugely popular and highly anticipated
Textile & Fibre Art Fextival is back!    

CrossXpollinatioN 2022 
Public launch: Thursday, 23rd June at 5.30pm. 

Book your free tickets online or at the Colac Cinema Box Office.  

- WAM (Wearable Art Market)
- Jewelry Making Workshop with Ange Jeffery

Kid's Bead Making School Holiday Workshop with Ange Jeffery
- Posca Paint Workshop "Happiness is" with Neroli Henderson

- Cushion making community project with the Colac Makers' Space 
More Info and tickets available www.copacc.com.au

Tuesday, 12th July - 6pm
Wednesday, 13th July - 11am + 1pm

Tickets: $20

Friday, 22nd July - 10am + 1pm
Tickets: $20
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THRU THE LENS >ROUND 11 |  LORNE V OTWAY DISTRICTS
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