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CDFNL CLASSICS

A
fter a season of lockdowns, postponements and long breaks 
in 2021, fifth spot went right down into the final round with 
Birregurra hosting Apollo Bay. Both clubs had planned to play 

in the league’s inaugural indigenous clash, with ceremonies and 
celebrations. But unfortunately, the two clubs had to play in front  
of zero spectators. The clubs did however wear amazing  
indigenous designed jumpers. 

The game was a brutal contest, played in tough conditions, 
but after a goalless final term the Hawks scored a one-point win 
and finish the season in the top five. Brad King received the three 
Mahoney Medal votes for best on ground, which secured him the 
medal in the final round.  n

BIRREGURRA
GOALS – A. Malone, D. Collins, A. Burnett, N. Allen.
BEST – S. Salajan, J. Rowan, Z. Rowarth, I. Paddick, D. Collins, A. Burnett.

APOLLO BAY
GOALS – J. Wight 2, A. Lugg, L. Souter, M. Caris. 
BEST – B. King, M. Caris, R. Hardiman, A. Lugg, J. Wight, T. Simons.

/// Round 17, 2021 – BIRREGURRA v APOLLO BAY

BIRREGURRA	 2.2	 2.6	 4.8	 4.10 (34)
APOLLO BAY	 2.0	 3.1	 5.3	 5.5 (35)

v

CD
FNL C

LASSICS 

‘Bay win thriller in the mud at Birre



‘Bay win thriller in the mud at Birre
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I
n most interviews I do with 
CDFNL players, I ask them 
who they mould their game 
from – an AFL star or a local 

league legend? Many look up to 
a player in their position.

A midfidler might look up to 
a Patrick Cripps or a Andrew 
Kelly, or if a forward a Tom 
Hawkins or a Christian Kelly.  
It’s the same with broadcasters. 
I get asked a lot by people who 
I look up to when broadcasting 
football? Where did my passion 
come from? Who are my 
favourites, etc?

When commentating footy, 
I always added my own 
flavour to it, as would most 
commentators, but you do take 
small ideas from others. I’ve 
found as a kid that’s where 
my passion for broadcasting 
began. So many of my favourite 
callers came from the late 90s 
and early 2000s. 

Here’s my top 10 favourite 
football commentators of  
all time.  n

FOOTY’S BEST
broadcastersbroadcasters

MAX’S SATURDAY YARN
ROUND 16

Australian football media has been blessed with huge 
amounts of fantastic commentators. Here are my favourites. 
Words MAX BLAKE.

“�Whenever  
I listened to 
Ian’s (Ian Robertson) 

games, it 
brought back a 
warm nostalgic 
feel of where 
my passion for 
calling footy 
grew.”Clockwise from above: Fox Footy Channel’s Drew 

Morphett; Channel Seven’s Ian Robertson and  
Me! – CDFNL Live’s Max Blake.
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RANKING THE 
CALLERS

1 - �IAN “ROBBO” 
ROBERTSON

Whenever I listened to Ian’s games, 
it brought back a warm nostalgic 
feel of where my passion for calling 
footy grew. Ian’s ability to time his 
excitement at the crucial time of the 
play made him such a great caller. He 
never dished out the one liners like 
Dennis (Cometti) did, but he did deliver 
a “You Beauty!” at certain stages. He 
called for Channel Seven and Fox Footy 
and then finished his calling days on 
radio, doing Cats games on K-Rock.

2 - �DREW MORPHETT
Like Ian, whenever I heard Drew’s 
voice I thought of my childhood footy 
loving days. He’d call VFL games on 
the ABC on Saturday arvos, Channel 
Seven on Saturday night games and 
was on radio at other times. He was 
an excellent presenter and he had 
a fantastic ability to barrack for 
the great plays and he’d rise to the 
occasion when needed.

3 - �BRUCE McAVANEY OAM

Bruce was “special”. However, I do 
think he was a much better Olympic 
Games caller. But his knowledge that 
he brought to his calls was first class. 
I always thought he must have had a 
team feeding him the info or stats, but 
it was just all in his head. He was one 
of the best preparers for a call I’ve 
ever seen. “The moment has arrived” 
is one line that goes unnoticed. He 
would only use that line just moments 
before an AFL Grand Final. 

4 - �TIM LANE
Despite his one massive calling error, 
claiming Geelong’s era was over 
during an opening quarter of a game 
in 2010, when they trailed by only two 
goals against the Western Bulldogs, 

but would later go on to win the game 
by 100+ points. Whenever I think of 
Channel Ten’s stint of broadcasting 
AFL (2002-11), I think of Tim. His best 
work is on ABC radio, though. You 
knew exactly where the ball was 
when Tim was calling. He also has a 
great skill of summing up the game 
in a sentence, when the siren would 
sound. His classic line “Vindication 
has finally arrived.” – 2009 Grand Final 
between St Kilda and Geelong Cats.

5 - ANTHONY HUDSON
He is the best current day AFL caller, 
but he’s had a fantastic career to date. 
His early days were on Channel Seven, 
he then crossed over to Channel Ten, 
Fox Footy and SEN. He’s owned some 
of the great moments in the game. 
Lance ‘Buddy’ Franklin’s “13! 13! 13!” and 
unfortunately for Geelong fans, “I see 
it, but I don’t believe it!” He’s a mad 
Geelong supporter and to be able to 
call that moment of Sydney Swans 
Nick Davis breaking our hearts in the 
2005 semi-final, without any sign of 
showing his blue and white colours 
was pretty amazing. He has a great 
ability to make the call entertaining, 
but still focuses on the game.

6 - DENNIS COMETTI
You might be surprised just how low 
I have Dennis on my rankings. Yeah, 
sure he was fantastic and pulled off 
some of the greatest one liners of 
all time in football broadcasting. But, 
I just felt at times his dialogue was 
a little bit slow for my liking. He was 
better when he was calling by himself, 
but when paired with someone else, it 
was two completely different tones. 
Dennis was a wonderful presenter/
host as well. He was smidge biased 
towards the WA teams, though. 

7 - CLINTON GRYBAS
Unfortunately, we didn’t get to hear 
Clinton at his peak. He was sadly lost 

in 2007, but he was on the verge of 
being one of Australia’s best sports 
presenters. He could call anything! 
Early days, his calls were nostalgic for 
me when calling NBL and VFL games 
on the ABC. His stardom then grew 
when Fox Footy Channel was launched 
in 2002. He was the sole caller in 
that infamous Geelong Cats 157-point 
victory against Richmond in 2007, 
in which the Cats kicked 35 goals. A 
game I love watching over, and over. 

8 - SANDY ROBERTS 
Sandy was just a master class of 
broadcasting. He was an all rounder, 
a great caller, great presenter, great 
interviewer and great journallist. I love 
how he pronounced things just a little 
different to others, and stuck by it.  
The way he would say “Fremantle”  
still lives rent free in my head.

9 - PETER DAICOS 
Peter had a small stint at calling 
footy from 2002-06 on Channel 
Ten – mainly doing the Saturday arvo 
delayed game. I really loved him as 
a caller and I think we have lost a 
great play by play caller. He’s one of 
the best footballers I’ve ever seen 
play, so his footy IQ is off the charts 
and his ability to read the game and 
predict what was coming next was 
outstanding. He is one I actually 
moulded my calling around.

10 - WAYNE SCHWASS  
Wayne mainly did radio calling on 
Triple M, but had some small stints on 
Fox Footy. He was an excellent play 
by play caller and like all good radio 
callers, you knew where the ball was 
when he was calling. He also called 
the game in a way not many could. 
He was as critical as what the media 
are now. He always spoke about the 
players in a positive way, which I 
think is probably why he isn’t in the 
broadcasting game anymore. 
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ONE
oneon Apollo Bay’s son of a gun, 

HUDSON HARRISON

GUNGUNSon of a
making hisown markown mark
Hudson Harrison is one of Apollo Bay’s up and coming 
stars. We spoke to him ahead of this weekend’s 
Inaugural CDFNL Indigenous Game against Birregurra. 
Words – MAX BLAKE. 
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GUNGUN
own markown mark

“�I’m just trying a few new things and figure out the 
best way to impact the game – playing different  
roles than what I’m used to.” – HUDSON HARRISON

MAX BLAKE: Thanks for chatting 
to us today Huddo. It’s been a 
tough season at the ‘Bay. How 
have you rated the year so far?

HUDSON HARRISON: Yeah, it hasn’t 
been the year we were hoping for 
mate. We’ve been struggling with 
numbers for most of the year and 
to get our best side on the park 
each week has been hard due to 
injuries and other circumstances. 
But, if we take the positives out of 
it – it’s given us the chance for our 
younger players to develop and 
get more senior game time under 
their belts.

MAX: What about your season 
personally? How have you 
rated your year?

HUDSON: Yeah, I’ve just being 
to play my role each week. I’ve 
been playing a couple of different 
positions in the last few weeks, 
so I’m just trying a few new things 
and figure out the best way to 
impact the game – playing different 
roles than what I’m used to.

MAX: What position do you  
like playing?

HUDSON: I like playing across the 
half-back line. But, I’ve been moved 
forward in the last few weeks and 
yeah, I’ve been loving it up there, 
with a bit of a run through the 
middle, which has been good.

MAX: How’d you go being in  
the same forward 50 with  
the great Zaperenkov?

HUDSON: Great mate! It’s good to 

learn off someone like ‘Zap’ that’s 
played a lot of great footy during 
his career, at a good level and just 
see how he does it up forward. For 
a bloke that gets out numbered 
every week, he does a great job.

MAX: You’ve been at Apollo Bay 
FNC pretty much your entire  
life. Who have been some of 
your favourite players to  
watch but, also played with?

HUDSON: Yeah mate, I’ve been at 
the ‘Bay my whole life and been 
watching footy down here for a 
long as I can remember. As a junior, 

I always looked up to Hamish 
Tamlin. He was just an absolute 
bull in the middle when he played 
at the ‘Bay. I admired the way he 
went about it. As for players I’ve 
played along side, Dion Lawson 
and Brad king are just two great 
footballers that go about business 
every week. Their leadership on 
ground is fantastic.

MAX: What’s your favourite 
away ground and why?

HUDSON: It’s hard to go past 
Lorne’s at the moment. The ground 
is in great condition, great club 
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rooms and always a great game 
between the two clubs, when we 
head around the coast.

MAX: You’re part of the new 
generation of players down 
at the ‘Bay. All the older guys, 
(your old man, Michael) always 
talked up the rivalry with Lorne. 
Is it still there nowadays?

HUDSON: 100 per cent mate! 
Whenever we play Lorne it’s 
always a great battle between 
the two sides, with plenty of heat 
in the game at all times. The older 
guys around the club still keeps 
the rivalry going, and I don’t think 
it will go away anytime soon.

MAX: You guys went through 
something that doesn’t 
normally happen at local level 
with your coach departing  
mid-season. How have you 
found Jarrod (Wight’s) transition  
into the role and what has  
he brought to the table?

HUDSON: Look it’s wasn’t great 
timing, being at the middle of the 
year, but Jarrod has stood up 
massively. He’s been the senior 
captain at the ‘Bay for a number 
of years. He’s also coached us 
boys when we played Under 17s, 
so we all have belief in Jarrod and 
back him to be the right man to 
take over from Harley (Soall). We’ve 
started playing a different brand 
of footy and it’s showing that 
when we play the way we want to, 
we can take match it with some 
of the top 5 teams.

MAX: Your old man, Michael is 
a legend at the club and the 
league. How have you found 
taking the field with that 
pressure and creating your  
own career?

HUDSON: I’ve found it easy. Dad 
never pressures me. He always 
supports me, gives feedback 
when I ask for it. I’m just creating 
my own career.

MAX: You guys play at Birregurra 
this weekend, wearing those 
awesome indigenous design 
footy jumpers. What are your 
goals for the remaining three 
games this season?

HUDSON: Yeah mate, for the rest 
of the year we just want to keep 
developing the younger players in 
our side to get more confidence 
playing at senior level and get 
them ready for next year. We’ll also 
be trying to win the next two out 
of three games of the remainder 
of the season.

MAX: ‘Chicky’ Barber made his 
return to the field, last weekend 

in the twos. Did his performance 
warrant a senior call up?

HUDSON: He’s always entertaining 
and it’s great to see ‘Chicky’ 
having a run around in the twos, 
but one goal not’s going be 
enough. Maybe three or four this 
week and we’ll see what happens.

MAX: What makes Apollo FNC  
a great club to be apart of?

HUDSON: Everything about it 
is great! Being a small town, 
everyone knows everyone. We all 
get along, it just works well and 
there are a lot of great people 
running the club at the moment. 
For a small town like us, the 
footy club is a major part of it. It’s 
something that everyone does 
on a Saturday, if your not playing 
your spectating. It’s just great to 
be apart of it.  n

ONE
oneon

Apollo Bay’s  
son of a gun, 
HUDSON HARRISON

“�Dad never pressures me.  
He always supports me, gives 
feedback when I ask for it.”

 – HUDSON HARRISON ON HIS FAMOUS FATHER.
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CDFNL WEEKLY NEWS

IMPS WIN IN THE MUD
A strong first half from the Colac 
Imperials saw them travel back 
from a muddy Gellibrand with the 
four points. In front 45 to 8 at half-
time, the Imps held on to record 
a hard-fought win. Club officials 
and supporters couldn’t tell the 
players apart by games end, 
with the two sides completely 
covered in mud! Noah Allan kicked 
three goals for the winners, with 
Campbell Scott being named  
best on ground.

SWANS FLEX THEIR 
MUSCLES 
Alvie continued their winning ways 
by pushing Simpson outside of  
the top five with a big 55-point  
win in the wet at Simpson. The 
Swans kept the Tigers to their 
lowest score of the season – 
2.2 (14), while kicking 9.15 (69) 
themselves. Dom Dare and Mitch 
Williamson kicked two goals each 
with Levi Dare named best on 
again for the Swans.

‘ZAPPA’ SINKS EAGLES
Apollo Bay key forward Damian 
Zaperenkov kicked a bag of five 
in the Hawks’ big 12.13 (85) to 7.3 
(45) win. Apollo Bay led at every 
change to record their fourth 
win of the season, bouncing 
back from their horror loss, the 
weekend before against Alvie. 

DOLPHINS BACK IN THE FIVE
Lorne are back in the top five, 
after a huge win against rival 
Birregurra. The Saints held a  

The Cats prevail in a mud-soaked Gellibrand, the Swans flex their muscles, 
‘Zappa’ sinks the Eagles and the Dolphins are back in the five.

Round 15 wrap up

17.15 (117) to 4.7 (31) victory. Joshua 
Norman kicked six goals for the 
winners.  n

two-point lead at the first change, 
but the Dolphins kicked 16 goals to 
two after quarter-time to record a 
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Reviewing CDFNL Live – Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

The week that was...

CDFNL LIVE SOCIAL MEDIA

EAST HOTEL, COLAC  
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Irrewarra-Beeac’s Josh Sanders 
(pictured) won our Round 15 East 
Hotel, Colac Player of the Week. 
Josh’s grunt work and willingness 
to do the second and third efforts 
to help his side over the line 
against South Colac was first 
class. He also kicked two goals.  

WE’RE ON SPOTIFY   
You can now hear all our full 
length broadcasts on our Spotify 
channel. Look up CDFNL Live, 
follow us, share and give us a  
5-star rating.   
 
SCOREBOARDS
There was a lot of talk about 
our footy scoreboard rankings 
last week. What are your league 
favourites?  n

@cdfnllive
#cdfnllive22







SOUTH COLAC – 20 free kicks / 1 50m penalty

# 	 PLAYER	 STATS

2	 Paul Presani	 3 kicks, 2 handballs, 1 mark

3	 Joel Menzies	 9 kicks, 2 handballs, 1 mark

4	 Mitchell Perkins	 5 kicks, 1 handball, 0 marks

7	 Ben Cox	 5 kicks, 2 handballs, 0 marks

8	 Nick Lynch	 4 kicks, 1 handball, 2 marks

10	 Jordan Foley	 5 kicks, 3 handballs, 2 marks

11	 Josh Goonan	 7 kicks, 2 handballs, 2 marks, 5 hitouts

12	 Daniel Roberts	 8 kicks, 2 handballs, 2 marks

15	 Tyler Black	 11 kicks, 5 handballs, 2 marks

16	 Josh Black	 14 kicks, 3 handballs, 2 marks

17	 Michael Embrey	 4 kicks, 3 handballs, 0 marks

23	 Matt Garner	 8 kicks, 5 handballs, 2 marks, 36 hitouts

24	 Steven Presani	 9 kicks, 7 handballs, 6 marks, 12 hitouts

26	 Seb Hay	 1 kick, 0 handballs, 0 marks

29	 Billy McLeod	 6 kicks, 9 handballs, 1 mark

30	 Joshua Woods	 10 kicks, 7 handballs, 1 mark

32	 Brendan Monaghan	 20 kicks, 5 handballs, 1 mark

33	 Todd Baudinette	 13 kicks, 5 handballs, 6 marks

36	 Lewis Oborne	 4 kick, 3 handball, 1 mark

40	 Jack Barber	 4 kick, 6 handballs, 1 mark, 3 hitouts

43	 Samuel Giblett	 15 kicks, 3 handballs, 4 marks

Each week, on our CDFNL Live broadcast, statesman ‘AJ’ Brady  
tracks individual player stats – all by pen!
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THRU THE LENS >ROUND 15 |  IRREWARRA-BEEAC V SOUTH COLAC
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