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CDFNL CLASSICS

S
outh Colac's Ben Cox needed only a handful of goals in the final 
round of the 2015 season to reach 100 goals for the year, with 
his side facing the winless Western Eagles at Elliminyt. 

The Eagles played each of their players in the back half of the 
ground, displaying some bizarre coaching tactics. The Eagles would 
clear the ball out of their defensive zone, only to have six Kangaroo 
defenders standing alone by themselves. Despite the strange 
tactics, 'Coxy' managed to bring up the magical milestone in the 
second quarter. 

South Colac made short work of the hapless Eagles, winning by 
an astonishing 33 goals! So dominate were the Roos, they had 14 
individual goal kickers and kept the Eagles goalless.  n

SOUTH COLAC
GOALS – B. Cox 7, T. Speirs 5, A. McVilly 4, T. Jamieson 3, J. Mooney 2, T. McKean 2, T. Whytcross 2, 
A. McNamara 2, D. Oborne, M. Embrey, D. McCarthy, B. Lynch, J. Roberts, M. Dorman.
BEST – B. Cox, T. Speirs, M. Embrey, D. Marendaz, B. Lynch, J. Armstrong, J. Mooney.

WESTERN EAGLES
GOALS – Nil. BEST – J. Beasley, K. Thompson, B. Convery-Oborne, J. Hickey, P. Hickey, J. Keast.

/// Round 18, 2015 – SOUTH COLAC v WESTERN EAGLES

SOUTH COLAC 7.9 11.14 25.18 33.25 (223)
WESTERN EAGLES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 (2)

CD
FNL CLASSICS

'Coxy' chalks up the magical ton
South Colac's Ben Cox kicked his 100th goal as the Roos thumped the Eagles.

v
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S
o much hype and talk 
surrounds our senior football 
and A grade netball codes. 
While the ultimate at every 

club is win a senior football or an 
A Grade netball flag. The blokes 
who represent the 12 O'Clock 
show are a virtual part of every 
teams success. Whether it's 
contributing to the sides' young 
players and helping them develop, 
or increasing the club's bar sales 
a�er 2pm by cheering on the 
senior sides. 

They're a underrated part 
of local footy. So today, I'm 
rating the top 10 best reserves 
players of the past decade in the 
CDFNL. However, there's a certain 
criteria to meet. Selection was 
done on the basis of the number 
of reserves games play and the 
very few senior games played. 
I've allowed for 10. 

The criteria is based on their 
status in the reserves grade, 
contributions to the bar sales 
post 2pm and ability to not do a 
pre-season, but preform from the 
get-go in Round 1.  n

1 - JASON KORDUPEL
(Simpson, Otway Districts & Simpson)

Jason's been the reserves best 
ruckman/big man for well over a 
decade, and he's still going. He's 
played in flags and coached sides 
and at times took the midday 
madness game a bit too serious. 
Frequent sprays to his players, that 
you could hear from Gellibrand to 
Hobart. He used his size and strength 
to perfection, considering he was 
not the fastest man alive – quite 
the opposite in fact. He'd perform 
his duties between 12-2pm and then 
lend support to the senior sides and 
his club's takings for the day. 

2 - PAUL DOERY
(Irrewarra-Beeac & Western Eagles)

Paul is the CDFNL voice of reserves 
football. He created a campaign that 
the grade needed an interleague 
team. He produced his team of the 
decade (which has helped my top 
ten article, today). He's the glue to 
the Western Eagles backline. Paul 
did play a handful of senior footy 
in 2015, but he's been an absolute 

iconic reserves footballer over his 
playing journey. A statue of Paul will 
need to be made halfway between 
Beeac and Irrewillipe, when the 
great man finally decides his kicking 
the dew o¢ the grass, days are over. 

3 - TYSON ARNOLD (Simpson)

In the words of Western Eagle, 
Paul Dorey "Tyson is twos' 
football personified." An amazing 
achievement to play well over 
100 games with only a handful of 
senior footy games. What was Adam 
Courtney thinking? Tyson is hard 
as a cat's head and goes absolute 
bonkers from midday on a footy 
field, and then follows it up well 
a¥er two in the outer. 

4 - BEN RHODES
(Forrest, Colac Imperials, 
South Colac & Irrewarra-Beeac)

Ben played well over 100 games in 
his 'ressie' career, across four great 
clubs. Not a bad e¢ort for a ripper 
reserves warrior. Apparently, not my 
words – but his mouth runs faster 

WARRIORS
Res�ve

MAX’S SATURDAY YARN
ROUND 18

The best 10 of the decade from the 12 O'Clock show. Words MAX BLAKE.
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Brian Farnes

than his legs... he's the ultimate 
reserves utility.  

5 - ALEX HEATON-HARRIS 
(Irrewarra-Beeac, Apollo Bay, Irrewarra-
Beeac, Apollo Bay, Irrewarra Beeac)

Strong and solid, Alex had the 
ultimate physique for the style of 
footy that's played at 12 noon. 
His career consisted of a yo-yo, 
switching back and forth from the 
'Bay to Bomberland, but when he 
played, he gave his absolute all. 

6 - SHANE BARBER
(Colac Imperials & Apollo Bay)

Reserves footy isn't all about ability. 
It's about persistence, the willingness 
to take hits and get back up again. 
No judgement of dropping easy chest 
marks, just having a crack and doing 
your best you can do. 'Chicky' is that 
bloke – an absolute footy legend 
in Colac, as a great clubman. He's  
still having a crack now... and still 
dropping chest marks. His footy IQ 
is o¢ the charts. Imagine if it could 
match his ability?

7 - BRIAN FARNES
(Otway Districts)

Age is just like wine in 'Ressies' 
footy. It doesn't see a number, it 
sees an absolute legend having a 
decent crack. Brian gets a fair bit 
of traction on the 'Ultimate Ressies' 
Insta account, so I needed to have 
him in the list. A skinny 'Santa Claus' 
looking bloke, running around in your 
league's two's comp. just gives him an 
automatic nomination for a top 10 spot. 

8 - RYAN FENNELL (South Colac)

A former South Colac club president, 
who wears a helmet has to be added 
to any reserves top 10 list. While 
leadingthe Roos o¢-field, Ryan was 
working his magic on-field during the 
12 O'Clock show. He was one of a very 
small handful of two's ruckman that 
could actually leap o¢ the ground. 
Some might say that should disqualify 
him from the list, but not in my books!

9 - JAMES FLEMING (Alvie)

Alvie's favourite non-senior 12 O'Clock 
hero! If I start talking Alvie reserves 

football, you'd immediately think of 
the great James Fleming. A bizarre 
omission from Western Eagle, Paul 
Doery's team of the decade, so I had 
to add him on my list. 

10 - DANIEL KETTLE (Lorne)

The long sleeve warrior from the 
Pod just had to make the list. We've 
had big guys, helmet wearers, club 
presidents and old farts, so we just 
had to have a traditional long sleeve 
jumper wearer in the list.    

Shane 'Chicky' BarberJason Kordupel Paul Doery
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ONE
oneon Simpson veteran, 

NICK HARDING

LAST DANCE
'Wh�p�'s'

MAX BLAKE: Thanks for cha�ing 
with us Nick. A big game this 
weekend. Finals are up for 
grabs, but before we get into 
that, how have you rated the 
season so far?

NICK HARDING: Yeah, a massive 
game this weekend, mate. So far 
this year has been a massive 
step in the right direction for the 
football club.

MAX: How have you rated your 
season personally? You’ve 
kicked some big bags this year!

NICK: Yeah, I’ve been lucky enough 
to get on the end of a few this 
year, mate. I started o� well, but 
have slowed down a li¡le bit 
at the back end of the season. 
Old age is catching up, I think.

MAX: Who's impressed 
you this season at Simpson? 
Who’s going to be the next 

big-time player there?

NICK: Lachie Gass – I love the way 
he goes about his footy. All the 
young kids that have come up 
have impressed me. The future 
looks bright at Simpson in the 
coming years.

MAX: The club is going through 
a bit of a re-build phase, a�er a 
very successful era. How have 
you felt about it? Is it enjoyable 
to help develop these young 
players?

NICK: Yeah, we're definitely on the 
way up and like I said earlier, the 
future is bright for years to come. 
'Beardy' (coach, Daniel Beard) has 
done a fantastic job. It’s a great 
place to be at.

MAX: Talk goal kicking with us. 
You’ve kick a lot during your 
career. How long did it take for 
you find the perfect way to do a 

set shot, or is it something you 
continue to work on?

NICK: Yeah, it’s taken a long time, 
mate. I’m still trying to improve 
even today on my goal kicking. 
It’s important as a forward to 
impact the scoreboard as much 
as you can these days, with just 
how even the comp. is.

MAX: What do you do when 
you spray the first couple of 
shots during a game?

NICK: I like to stay up beat, it’s not 
like cricket, where you only get 
one chance. With footy you have 
120 minutes to have an impact. 
That might only be 10 minutes 
of that game.

MAX: Which teammate do you 
think has delivered you the 
ball the most, inside 50?

NICK: It hurts me to say it, but 
Brad Salmon.

Nick Harding will be hoping for a win this weekend, to keep his beloved 
Tigers' season alive. Words – MAX BLAKE. 
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'Wh�p�'s'

" At this stage, mate this will most likely be my last. 
So, hopefully, we can keep winning to keep me 
on the ground." – NICK HARDING

MAX: What advice would you 
give to any young full forward, 
coming through the ranks?

NICK: Do plenty of goal kicking 
practice – before and a�er training  
and just enjoy playing footy with 
your mates.

MAX: How many more seasons 
do you have le� in you?

NICK: At this stage, mate this 
will most likely be my last. So, 
hopefully, we can keep winning 
to keep me on the ground. 

MAX: So, this Saturday could 
potentially be your last game!? 
Why are you hanging up the 
boots?

NICK: Yeah, it could be, mate! 
I really want to focus on my 
business. I’m 30 next Saturday 
and the body lets me know 
my age every Sunday.

MAX: What’s your favourite 
opposition ground to play 
on and why?

NICK: This one is out there, but 
I like Otway's ground. Why? 
Because, I alway seem to kick 
a bag down there.

MAX: Who’s been your hardest 
opponent you’ve played on?

NICK: Luke Philips from Birregurra. 
Back in the day he was so tough 
to play against, and he would 
go all day.

MAX: When you look back at 
your career, what's been some 
of the highlights? Do you have 
any favourite moments?

NICK: Some of my highlights 

would have to be the 2014 and 
2015 flags. Ge¡ing the chance to 
play senior footy with all three of 
my brothers. Over the years my 
favourite moment would have to 
be in the 2014 grand final. I took 
a mark with about 10 minutes to 
go and Mark Clissold walked up 
behind me saying "Whopper hands 
it o�." I needed one more for the 

best on ground medal. I think he'd 
already kicked five or six for the 
game and I think I went back had 
the shot and kicked it on the full.

MAX: Who’s been some of the 
best players you’ve played 
with and seen in the league?

NICK: The best players I’ve played 
with? The two come to mind 
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ONE
oneon Simpson veteran, 

NICK HARDING

would have to be Corey Baulch 
and Luke Weel. The best player 
I’ve seen? I'm going say Micky 
Davis, because he was a jet on the 
ground, but also a ripper bloke o� 
the ground. Kahn Becke¡ is another 
one. I like the way he went about 
his footy.

MAX: Out of the two flags – 2014 
and 2015. Which one was the 
be�er one?

NICK: I’m going to say 2015, 
because we got to celebrate with 
the heart and soul of the group – 
Jayden McVilly, because he was in 
hospital in 2014 with a broken arm.

MAX: What makes the Simpson 
footy club so great?

NICK: It’s just a fantastic club. 
It’s not a divided club, it’s not 
football v netball. We're just one. 
It’s one for all, and all for one. It's a 
great family club.

MAX: Do you think if Simpson can 
get the job done on Saturday 
against Lorne and make the 
finals, the team can cause some 
damage in the finals?

NICK: For sure, mate! If you can 
make the five, anything can happen. 
It’s fantastic for the comp.  n

"It’s just a 
fantastic club... 
It's a great 
family club."
– NICK HARDING
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Coming out of retirement for the sixth or seventh time and 
coaching his final home game of the season, Western Eagle, Craig 
"Big H" Hardingham took out the behind post, Leigh Ma�hews-style. 
As the late, great Lou Richards proclaimed "Talk about a He-Man!".

Humorously, the club couldn't fix it back in place. The above 
sequence, captured by Syliva Tyrer shows just what country 
footy is about! You'd never see this stu� happen in the AFL!

Drama 
at the 
nest!
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Reviewing CDFNL Live – Facebook, Twi�er & Instagram 

The week that was...

CDFNL LIVE SOCIAL MEDIA

EAST HOTEL, COLAC 
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Colac Imperials, Campbell Sco�
won our Round 17 East Hotel 
Player of the Week. He was 
brilliant last weekend in the 
clash against Lorne. He actually 
could've won the game o� his 
own boot if he'd kicked straight 
– 2.6. Despite his miss kicking, he 
was still really good in the middle.   

THE POINT POST   
'Big H' (Craig Hardingham) has 
been a great for the Western 
Eagles and the CDFNL. He's 
possibly played his last game 
(we'll see!) at the Nest. During last 
week's match against Birregurra, 
he took out the point post! The 
Eagles haven’t had much to 
celebrate this season, but this 
certainly was a great highlight! 
See our photo essay, captured 
by Syliva Tyrer on page 17.     

IMPS G.O.A.T 
Colac Imperials are celebrating 
their 100th year celebrations 
this weekend. So, we asked who 
has been their greatest ever 
player. We had answers from 
Shaun Finn to Adam 'Bayer' 
Harris. The club has had many 
greats, including Luke Hodge
and Aaron Finch.  n

@cdfnllive
#cdfnllive22







COLAC IMPERIALS – 29 free kicks / 3 x 50m penalties

# PLAYER STATS

2 Jye Price 8 kicks, 2 handballs, 2 marks

3 Campbell Sco� 21 kicks, 8 handballs, 8 marks

4 Austin Arnold 4 kicks, 2 handballs, 1 mark

5 Flynn Wisbey 8 kicks, 6 handballs, 5 marks

6 Luke Garner 8 kicks, 1 handball, 5 marks

8 Jay-Dee Baines 6 kicks, 3 handballs, 1 mark

9 Rhyley Edge 15 kicks, 4 handballs, 6 marks

10 Liam Cunningham 12 kicks, 8 handballs, 2 marks

12 Je� Price 19 kicks, 4 handballs, 6 marks

16 William Collins 5 kicks, 2 handballs, 1 mark

17 Luke O'Shannassy 15 kicks, 6 handballs, 8 marks

19 Sam Lucas 11 kicks, 4 handballs, 8 marks, 2 hitouts

20 Brodie Stephens 6 kicks, 5 handballs, 1 mark, 19 hitouts

21 Stewart McCann 9 kicks, 6 handballs, 3 marks

23 Steven Cass 16 kicks, 1 handball, 4 marks

24 Brodie Smith 10 kicks, 5 handballs, 1 mark

29 Kody Swanson 2 kicks, 2 handballs, 2 marks

30 Thomas Cahill 6 kicks, 0 handballs, 2 marks

32 Jeremy Spokes 6 kicks, 6 handballs, 2 marks

39 Tye Mason 3 kicks, 4 handballs, 1 mark

41 Luke Bastiaan 4 kicks, 1 handball, 1 mark

Each week, on our CDFNL Live broadcast, statesman ‘AJ’ Brady
tracks individual player stats – all by pen!
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TIGERS

SIMPSON

1 Jason McVilly

2 Jack Finn

2 Judson Jennings (Res)

3 Nick Harding

4 Brenton De Jong

5 Michael Salmon

5 Daniel Wright (Res)

6 Sam Rial

7 Bradley Salmon

7 Tom Fleming (Res)

8 Jack Hookway

9 Brock Neal

10 Bre¬ Robbins

11 Lachie Gass

12 Rhys Ziegelaar

13 Jamie Barry

14 Brayden Hawkes

15 Thomas Leishman

16 David Weel

17 Peter Bell

18 Nicholas Duynhoven

18 Tim Carkeek (Res)

19 Shaun Guy

20 Darcy Thorburn

21 Reagan Jones

22 Jonathon Jennings

22 Bailey Neal (Res)

23 Cooper Neal

24 Tanner Fratantaro

25 Sam Mason

26 Sam Bond 

27 Tomas Lindquist

28 Cody Mason

29 Archie Rial

30 Darcy Leishman (C)

31 Keith Zappelli

32 Rohan Johns

34 Tom Moulden

35 Braden Poole

36 Stuart DeBie

37 Luke Kensit

38 Grant Watson

38 Ma¬hew Symons

40 Rhys Jansen Van Beek

41 Noah Ackerley

42 Sam Newcombe

43 Ben Hookway

45 Angus Hawkes

51 Dennis O’Shannesy

54 Alistar Huth

55 Darcy Watson

59 Tom Fleming

60 Harley Soall

61 Brodie Neale

55 Darcy Watson

56 Wylie Rankin

RUSHED

SENIOR COACH: Daniel Beard
RESERVES COACH: Aaron Crole PRESIDENT: Brad Smith

NO. PLAYER G B NO. PLAYER G B

1ST QTR 2ND QTR 3RD QTR FINAL
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CDFNL NETBALL 50-YEAR HISTORY  (1972-2022)

SIMPSON FNC

T
he Simpson Football 
Netball Club joined the 
CDFNL in 2003, following 
the dismantle of the 

Heytesbury-Mount Noorat League. 
Over the years, our netballers 
have continued to be strong 
competitors within the league. 

There's been lots of changes 
throughout our time, within the 
CDFNL. When the Tigers first 
arrived, we were still wearing 
T-shirts and pleated skirts, 
while most other clubs wore 
lycra dresses. 

That didn’t stop our 
performance on the court though, 
with many junior premierships 
won in those early years. Our 
senior grades had also been quite 
successful, but it took until 2018, 
when we finally scored two senior 
netball premiership wins, for our 
C Grade and A grade netball teams. 

Over the years, we've seen 
many netball greats within our 
club. If you ever glance at the 
honour board in our club rooms, 
you’ll probably think about 
these players and how they've 
represented our club over 
the years. 

Spokes  Determined, strong 
and competitive. 

McVilly  Talented, agile and 
accurate. 

Pouw  Consistent, loyal and 
hardworking. 

Mason  Leadership, 
commitment and 
tenacious. 

Simpson are a proud and tight knit group at Tigerland.

The Tigers roar continues

The passion our netballers 
shows on and o� the court, 
is testament to the mentors we 
have had over the years and 
the women who have played 
before us. When you come to play 
Simpson, you know you’re in for 
a hard-fought game, that will play 
out, right until the final whistle. 

Of course, no netball club 
can run smoothly without 
the commitment of all our 
former netball presidents and 
secretaries. The club has seen 
new change rooms, a new shelter 

shed, lighting upgrades and 
court resurfacing. All these 
things can’t be achieved 
without a strong commi¡ee. 

We are a tight knit 
community down at Tigerland. 
When you wear the yellow 
and black, it’s likely that those 
colours will be etched into your 
heart for the rest of your life. 
We love netball, and we love 
competing.  n

Casey Weel
Simpson Football Netball Club  

Kelly Pouw (Thompson) 
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THRU THE LENS >ROUND 17 |  LORNE V COLAC IMPERIALS
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